MATHEMATICS 202

READING QUESTIONS – THE SOCIOLOGY OF MATHEMATICS
These questions are meant as a guide for you while you read.  You do not need to write up answers to be handed in, but you should be prepared to discuss them in class.  You might also use these as a way to prepare for the reading quiz.

1. The author divides humanity into three groups: A, B and C.  Describe the group of people that each of these letters represents.  To which group do you belong?

2.  Give some examples of A’s use of mathematics.

3.  Give some examples of B’s use of mathematics.  When did B first appear?  Why might he have appeared?

4.  When did C first appear?  How did he appear?

5.  The author claims that A often has trouble distinguishing between B and C.  Why might this be so?  Should a distinction be made between B and C?  

Also read the questions at the end of the article.

